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Water Days highlights challenges and
best water management practices in the region

Following Dubat Green and
Abu Dhabi Gresn in 2008,
Sesam Business  Consullants
and Green Technologics FAC0
organised  Water  Days' as
part of a series of lraining
workshops  on sustainability
for 2009 in the LIAE.

Held fram Gtk ta 7th July, 2004
at Dubai Knowledge Willage,
this maodular training wirkshop
was envisaged lo provide a
complete knowledge  and
understanding in the lacal and
international perspective of the
water issue, status, challoenges
and  the  best sustainable
management  principles. The
event comprised a conforence,

dircctor of  ENPARK,  said:
“Water is one of this region’s
masl  valuable
and howe 0 is consumed s
something that must be laken
As

FESOLUECEE,

serioushy by evervone.

training waorkshop, open debate
and project tours foeoall the
participants and attendants,

The cvent was sponsored by the
Canadian University in Dubai,
andl organized in cooperation
with Fnpark, the Dubai Chamber
of Commerce and Industry and
Epoc Messe Frankfurt. Guided
b the principles of re-duce, re-
use and re-ovele, Waler Davs
concentrated  on
sustainable waler
water management.
Commenting about this event,
All Bin Towail, 1he executive

integrating

anel  waste

Dubal continues o grow, the
requirements of  the
emirate will rise exponentially.
Consequently, as responsible
individuals we must he very
conscious of pur consumption
patterns.”

*This conference is a greal
tool fo empower rganizations
and individuals in he region
o seek  hetter and  more
efficient ways Lo utilize water
conserdation. It is hoped that
conferences such as these will
shed mare light on how we
can ensure the preservalion

wveiker

L vary, proseriting on Sustimahle
Water Lise i thee Mospitaliog Indusery
of this precious resource for
fulure generations.”
Amang speikers who
attended the evenl, was Armen
Warlanian
whi discussed water's carbon
foacstpeint in the GUC and cited
measures o reduce the repion’s
water carbon footprint.
He said thal water is a heavy
3.8 kilos o
the pallon and  therefore 2

the

friom  Eooventurnes,

substance  at

significant amount of eneray is
required whenever it is moved,
trealed, hested or pressurized.
Wastowwator,
“ronstitutes

therefore,

tle larpest

municipal energy  cost, and
the energy inputs of a typical
waler-use cvcle can be broken
down into Tive basic stages
beginning  from  saurce  and
canveyance, to treatment 1o
distribution, end use and finally
to wastewater treatmenl,”

As are of the
reclice  the  water carbon
foatpring,  Armen  thersfore
noled that “we can turn to aray
waler 10 reduce energy  use
through anincreasingly popular
method called drain water heat
recovery,  This  method  uses
a4 heat exchanper o recover
heat from the hot water used
in showers,  bathlubs, sinks,
dishwashers,  and  clothes
washers, The energy used for
water healing can be reduced
by 30 percent or mare with
these devices, with an expectod
payback ranging lrom 2.5 to
SEVEN Years.”

In his presentation, titled
‘Tnday's  Challenges  of
Water Managemenl in the
LAE, Mohamed A, Haoui,
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Atterdees giving full attention a the speakers

the program manager of Environment
Research at the Gulf Research Center
in Dubai, slaled the GUC region faces
various environmental challenges.

He cited  Integrated  Water
Managemenl  (MREMIL a2 mulli-user
participatory systematic process for the
sustainable  development,  allocation
and moniloring of waler resources  use
in the context of social, cconomic and
eryironmental

Fesources

objectives; as a way
forward,

He noted two major factars which explain
the high demand for fresh o water - rapid
population  growth  and - urbanizalion,
citing desalination and the rease of reated
wastewater to be among the most successiul
alternatives in he region,

A, Raouf, however, said that ane of the

higgest management problems that the
resian 1s facing is thal water scarcity issues
are currently being addressed only through
an increase in supply, rather than through
demand management, sectoral allocation,
pricing technigques or ather appropriale
instituticnal arrangements,

He therefore concluded by recommending
three enviranmenlal managemenl
approaches which can be used to curly the
challenges of water management in the
LIAE. They included
Command-And-Contral Instruments (CACH
which are prescribed behaviors based on
legislative and mandatory regulations that
“command” polluters o “cantrol” specific
activities, They are abvavs implemented

through  directives  from regulatory
authorities like government.

Other  environmental managemeant
approaches  that  were  recommended
include  the  Market-hased  Foonomic
Instrurnents (MBI, which  generally

aperate through establishing prices for
enviranmental sorvices via a market: and
Parsuasive Measures which are used to
affsel environmenlal market [ailures by
internalizing  envircnmental  awarenecss
responsibiliby
decision-making,

rarkus Stebich from German-based Rhode

and intoindividual

I'](-'."I'i‘n’ o of the covlerenoes

Kellormann Wawrowesky TREW) discussed
about the roles and responsihilities of the
designerand the operator in the sustainable
water wse in the  hospitality  industry,
He stated that with hospitality being a
concept that s deeply rooted in every
majar cullure, the guesl expectations are
always high; posing a challenae 1o either
meet or change them,

“The hospitality industry is one of the major
consumers of water, which, on a per capita
iper guest) rate, it is among the hizghest on a
glabal scale, The water used by 1he guesls,
howewer, 15 directly anly about 10 percent
of the total used by hotels, The majarity is
used for cleaning, laundry, landscaping,
cooling, leakage ete.” This paradigm needs
to be changed, without compromising the
Wisilon expeclations.

City Waste 2009 to integrate strategic waste
management in the Middle East

The Middle East's rapid growth over the
past years has brought aboul significant
waste management challenges 1o the
region. In response to these challenges,
[QPC is sel 1o organise Cily Wasle
2009, as a platform to discuss and share
strategies on the increasing quantities of
generaled waste as well as the need [or
innovative wasto management salulions,
The event will he aofficially inaugurated
by the UAE Minisler for Ervirormend &
Water, H.E. Dir. Hashiel Ahmaed Bin Fahad,
and will take place from 11th o 14th
Octaber 2009 al the Arjaan Hotel in
[ubai, LIAE.
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Eng.  Hassan  Mohammed  Makkd,
the director  of  \Waste  Management
Department, Dubai Municipalite,  will
provide  a  keynote  presentation on
slrategic insights into the Clean Up the
Waorld Campaign,  He will reveal new
systerns  and  upcoming  grecn
technologies that are being utilised by
the municipality, such as vacuum waste
collection systems, underground storage
facilities and underground  compactors
for commercial districts.

City Waste 2009 will feature speakers
from  Dubai Municipality, Abu o Dhahi
tMunicipality, The Government al Ajman,

waste

the Arab Urhan Development Institute
and Institution of Civil Engineers LK.
They will be joined an the agenda by o
hest af international waste experts fram
the private sector

Commenting  on the  summil,  Mark
Siddarn, the directar of Eavironmental and
Waaste Management, Tatweer Real Estate
& Foning (TREZ), saud: “This inaugural
event will be an excellent tond for the Gulf
region. City Waste 2000 covers interesting
and relevant topics which will no douks
facilitate great knowledsze sharing at a
Lime when environmental sustainabilitg is
on everyane's mind.”



